STATEN ISLAND

Chamber

II |I||__ OF COMMERCE

The Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg November 29, 2010
City Hall
New York, New York 10007

Dear Mayor Bloomberg:

On behalf of the Staten Island Chamber of Commernge 900 members and their 20,000 employees, |
am writing in regard to the idea you proposed te e Access to the Region’s Core (ARC) funds to
pay for an extension of the number 7 subway lin8acaucus, NJ. | realize that you are attempting to
salvage a significant PlaNYC transportation prgjdwiwever, | urge you to seek a more equitable
distribution of these funds that would still accdisip the PlaNYC goals of providing new commuter
rail access to Manhattan and expanding transitsacte underserved areas while also providing much
needed transportation options to the outer boraughs

To that end, | suggest that a fraction of the mdmegpent on a mass transit solution for the NShhre

of Staten Island. Providing an alternative trantgi@mn option on the North Shore would accomplish
both of these PlaNYC goals. It would provide traasicess to Staten Island’s North Shore, an aaga th
is critically underserved and in need of an inexypan transit alternative. Additionally, if the tisih
solution were to extend over the Bayonne Bridge emdhect to the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail this
would provide Staten Islanders with commuter redess to Manhattan via the PATH train.

My understanding is that an extension of the 7 Wuolld require a significant amount of study. Sesdi
of the North Shore, on the other hand, have reaal@dical stage. The MTA is scheduled to finalitse
Alternative Analysis (AA) study by the end of theay and then begin working on an Environmental
Impact Study (EIS) in early 2011. Concurrently, Bat Authority is looking at raising or replacitige
Bayonne Bridge by 2014. A North Shore mass traoption has been a priority of our Borough
President who has worked tirelessly to financeitii@l feasibility study, the AA and the EIS. Mawg
support and a dedicated source of funds at thgestauld show prospective investors that the Gity i
serious about redeveloping the North Shore andugage early development in the region, bringing in
new businesses, new jobs and additional tax revenue

Much of Staten Island’s difficulty attracting bussses and quality workers stems from our lack of
transportation infrastructure. Staten Island isdhly region within a 50 miles radius that does Ina¢e

a rail link to Manhattan. The majority of residentsnot travel to any of the major transportatiabd)
including Newark Airport, Metropark, Penn Statiod;K Airport and LaGuardia Airport, without
driving. To add insult to injury, Staten Islandésse some of the longest commute times in the natio
and pay the highest tolls. These are serious gudiitife issues that affect tens of thousands tateh
Island residents every day.

Staten Island, which comprises nearly one-fiftiNefwv York City’s land and is consistently one of the
fastest growing counties in the state, has justraidine that services only the easternmost partf

the Island. By comparison, the Bronx has six subWwags, Queens has 15, Brooklyn has 17 and
Manhattan has 22. If this administration is seriabeut improving transit access to underservedsarea
there is no better place to accomplish this thari\tbrth Shore of Staten Island.



Finally, the return on investment for a North Shorass transportation solution would be significant.
The estimated cost of putting heavy rail along Mugth Shore, the most expensive of several options
currently under consideration, is $377 million pabout 12.5% of the $3 billion allocated to the @R
project), however the benefits would be substantiaould allow the 2 million tourists who ride&@én
Island Ferry annually to reach Snug Harbor, tha Rachmond shopping district and other points of
interest, revitalizing the entire area with an umflof tourism dollars. Further, it would provide Mo
Shore residents with quick access to both the F&egyminal and the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail,
significantly increasing their transportation opsoand making the North Shore a much more attectiv
location for both prospective residents and busieesWith an estimated daily ridership of up t®60b,

by 2015, a North Shore mass transit system wouttbve cars from the road, reduce congestion and
shrink the City’s carbon footprint.

| am confident that similar, smaller-scale projetsst in the outer boroughs that would be a sigait
boon to those neighborhoods. Just a fraction afetfands could help rejuvenate an underserved area
and pay long-term dividends well into the futurehdpe you will strongly consider supporting our
efforts to strengthen Staten Island’s North Shdfr¢ou would like to speak further about this issue
please don’t hesitate to contact me or my Govermn#airs Director, Geoff Kravitz.

Sincerely,

Linda M. Baran
President & CEO
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